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Abstract

At the turn of the centuryindonesiawas at the forefront of international
attention, due to itmultidimensional conflicts from Aceh in the west to Irian
Jaya in the east that threatkto tear the nation, already stricken by economic
crisis, apart. Thigaperseeks to critically examine the various economic, social,
and political aspects of Indsrethat have led to the sectarian conflict in various
parts of the archipelagwhich threateed the very integrity of the Indonesian
republic.
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l. Introduction

The Republic of Indonestmmprisesan archifagoof 17,000 islands, straddling the equattr a
bordered by the Indian Ocean to its west and the Pacific Ocean to its east. In its almost 2 million
square kilomete of land it is populated by an estimated 216 million people (making it the fourth
most populous nation on earth), speaking some 66@dasgamongst at least 300 distinct ethnic
groups. This diversity extends to the area of religitrough predominantly Muslim (88%),
significant minority religions of Protestantism (5%), Catholicism (3%), Hinduism (2%) and
Buddhism (1%) exist

In the hte 1990s and earlyt2&ntury Indonesiavasat the forefront of international attention, due
to its multidimensional conflicts from Aceh in the west to Irian Jaya in thdhesst conflicts
threaterdto tear the nation, already stricken by ecorwisis, apariVhile the republic eventually
remained intact, the episode is deeply illustrative of the rapidity in winex@ectedexternal
economic shockin this case a financial cfisould leado widespread unrest and broad social
movements, soe of whichevenescalated into feblown sectarian and ethnic conflicts and mass
killings. Moreover, the political backdrop in which the crisis o€cimidving a change of
political regime and government, leadership conflicts, and power Btimggleave potentially
exacerbated the situation, or at the very least led to a more prolonged crisis than necessary.

This papeis an attempt to examiti® economic, social, and political aspietslead to ethro

religiaus conflict, using pefihancialcrisis Indonesias a case study. In particular, it considers the
clasheghat flared up in differemtarts of the republipaying special attention to the time period
betweenJanuary 199%nd June 200This periodmarksthe worst of the ethnic and radigs strife

that, at one point, appeared to seriously threaten the integrity and resilience of the Indonesian
republic.The events following that window, while including occasional outbreaks of violence, were
not as widespread, and by early 2001, theappesired to be over, andégemedhat the crisibad

beensuccessfully diffused.

A careful study of theeterminants afthnoreligious conflict in a pestonomic crisis environment

is important for several reasons. Rinstlerstanding the relationsbietween different contributing

factors allows us to understand how seemingly minor events may serve as a catalyst for conflict,
given an appropriate environment. Second, a clearer accounting of the eve®@0001986fies

1Statistics wer e ClAaMond Fdctbaoknl9@9A, Wdsbimgmis | 2.6C . ; Kui per s, J. C. 1
Society and 1ts Environment 6, IndonesiarAeGbentry Sftkjeral Resddrch & Wor der
Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., pp351
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the interactions betweentb Christians and Muslims in the episode, and serves to humanize both
sides of a bitter conflict. Third, the case study can offer lessons that may be relevant to dealing with
economic crisi;iduced sectarian conflistdonesia reminds us of the fragitt ChristiarfMuslim

relations when the economic environment sours: lessons that are relevant to countries such as

BosniaHerzegovinaNigeria, and Sudan.

Thepaperis structured as followshis introduction is followed by a background studythikies
theeconomic, social and politieavironment of Indones{&ection II), which is then followed by a
chronological summary of the crisis, based on press reports as well as fieldSeetieardh)(
Section IV develgthe framework for analysis &aminingvarious theories proposed, drawing
heavily from background material present&dation Il. Thissectioncloses with a detailed critique
of these theoriea final section concludes the paper.

Il. Background

Early History

The history of Indonesiaas intimateverlap thaintertwine its geograptireligion and politics,
much like the batik cloth that the nation is famoudrfguarticularyeligionhas played an often
understated role in the formally secular nation, infludratimthe political environment as well as

the common life of the people.

It is commonly accepted that the great majority of Indonesians came to the archipelago via
immigration from Southeast Asia and South China. The main religious form at this time was spirit
worship, ad this persisted until the third century &.Dhe arrival of Indians brought with it
Hinduism and Buddhigimalong with the emergence of the first signs of political organization along
the lines of centralized states and highly organized sbcieties

The rse and fall of the principal Indian empires also withessed the ascendancy and ebb of Hinduism
and Buddhism. The golden age of these HBudighist kihngdoms was in the laté¢ 48d 14
centuries, when the empire of Majapahit was at its pinnacle, eringnmmads of the territory of

2For purposes of clearer exposition, vanaeass are provided in Appendix A.

3Fei t h, H. 1964, 01l nd dGowrmmeat@nd Politics df oluthepsspdisi@CHréd Universitd . )
Press, Ithaca, New York, p. 184.

4Seekins, D. M. 1993, 0 Hi s&WordengcRalgp. §tp.8.t i ng 6, in Frederick,
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modern IndonesiaThe fall of this empire in the earlyhId&&ntury is largely attributed to the

emergence of a new factor in the archipelagods i

The advent of Islam in Indonesia has been variously attrib&iggpt@an ArahsArabs of Gujerat

and Lamabar in Indiaand South Indian Muslithdviodern scholars tend to agree on the last,
although the investigation is far from complete. Regardless of source, from its arrival-8% the mid
century to its widespadadoption by the late i%0 18h centuries, Islam had become, and would
remain, the predominant religion in Indorfesia

The early 6 century also saw the expansion of European colonialism in Indonesia; first by the
Portuguese and later on by the Dutch. The Portuguese rallied under the bagoidy giory,

gospedi these aims not necessarily always in agreement with one anothepadthefitine
Portuguese in Indonesia was minor at best, its most significant contributions being the colony of
East Timor, in the southeastern part of Indonesia and in the Moluccas (Maluku). Much of this
influence, however, was merely Chrigéiion, wheg the people became Roman Catholics due to

military conquese

The Dutch East India Company (VOC), however, had a more lasting influencarompgkago

Motivated solely by profit, the VOC went to great lengths to establish and maintain a monopoly on
the spice trade that Indonesia provided. From its base in Batavia (now Jakarta), on the island of Java,
it became involved in Javanese politics until its eventual bankruptcytintig 9¢as followed by a

short period of British occupation before Dutatharity was restablished in 1816. The Dutch

were effectively in control of the entire East Indies, with the exception of Lombok and Bali, which

possessed little economic significéhce

5 Feith, H.0p. citpp. 184186; Frederick, W.H. & Worden, Rdp, citpp. 911.

6 Keyser, S. 185Brécis de Juriprudence Musulmane par Abeidé€shddje Netherlands in Drewes, G.W.J. B§6&agen
tot d&aal, Laneen Volkenkundieel 124 4e Aflevering, Leiden, The Netherlands, pp5¢33

"TPijnappel, D. J. 1872, oOver de Kenni s, di e de Ar abieren
b e z a BKd wob 19, pp. 13558 in Drewes, G.W.lh¢. cit.

8 Hurgronje, SVerspreide Geschriftgn VIin Drewes, G.W.lh¢. cit.
9 Drewes, G.W.Jgc. cit.

’Santoso, | . 1996, 0The Ch LChuchin Asia Tolzigalengessasd Opportdmde¥dsia At hy al |,
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation, Singapore, p. 328

11 Seekins, D.Map. citpp. 1620.

12Hall, D.G.E. 1964A History of Southeast ASlagdRigrMacmillan and Company, London, United Kingdom, p. 315
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The deepening colonial penetration inl@ecentury ushered indhintroduction of théCulture

System, which was asystematic and intensive exploitatib the islan@ land and laln613 This

brought with it extensive economic change expansion of agriculture to a large variety of cash
crops such as coffee, teagasuand tobacco, in addition to the traditional spices. However, due to
strong criticism of the system from the Netherlands, and a series of depressions at the eind of the 19
century, a newkthical Policg was introduced which paved the way for thedintton, by the
government, of a variety of economic services, welfare programs, ané schools

Dutch Islamic policy at this time virisiallyhampered by ignorance and misinformation of matters
pertaining to Islam. The Dutch deemed it necessary toaDiedtie majority of Indonesians, fed

partly by the belief of the superiority of Christianity to Islam and partly by teeusrimlief that

the syncretic nature of Indonesia Islam would render them more susceptible to cériMeission

was eventuallypandoned and a more moderate view adopted, largely due to a better appraisal of the
role of Islam in Indonesian society and a demolition of the fear of Islamic fattaticism

Modern History

The period between 1900 and the early 1940s was the beginnimgnsitientfor Indonesian

history. The ethnic and cultural diversity, always an integral part of Indonesian life, became more
marked as the population swelled. Thch and Western residents evolved frioekkers
expatriates who worked in the East Indiesveould one day return home;blgvefs sojourners

who thought of the East Indies as their home. Indonesian Chinese could be divinted ifitet
generation, fulbllooded emigrants; ammkeranakamativeborn Chinese with some Indonesian
ancestry’

This diversity was, however, haunted by a striking paAadsacial groups become more tightly
interlocked in an increasingly complex Indonesian economy, they tended to segregate themselves

BFeith, H.op. citp. 189.
14 |bid p. 191.

5Benda, H. J. 1958, 0Christiaan Snouck Hurgrongumalend the
Modern Historpl. 30, pp. 33847 in Ibrahim, A., Siddique, S. & Hussain, Y. (&8&)Readings on Islam in Southeast Asia
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore@@. 62

16Benda, H.Jloc. cit.

17 Seekins, D.Map. citpp. 3631.
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into their own compartments within the larger social contexerigle urban areas with wide

streets or special, wealthy quarters of towns catering to Chinese communities werevidespread

Nonetheless, fueled by a dominant religion (Islam) and common laBghage elpythere was

a gradual growth of natior@nsciousness that flourished during the Japanese occupation in the
early 1940s. The tide of rising nationalism manifested itself in the establigingeemizafionthat

promoted the nationalistic cause. These can be classified into political @nganirzti aSarekat

Islam (Islamic Association)lasjumi (Consultative Council of Indonesian Muslims) and the
Indonesian Nationalist Party (PNI); and Islamic social organizations such as the urban, reformist
Muhammadiyahnd its more rural, traditionalist ridahdatul Ulam@\U).1° From then on, Islam

and politics would continually renew their mutual relationship with one another.

On August 17, 1945, two days after the Japanese surrender in Indonesia, two paigjcal leade
Sukarno and Hatta, proclaimed the Republic of Indonesia, a proposition that the Dutch were
unwilling to accept. Thus began ay®rar revolutionary period that eventually saw the Netherlands
relinquish its sovereignty over Indonesia, the rise of &g parties, Masjumi and PNI, and the
installation of Sukarno and Hatta as president argregident, respectivély

Thus began the period @fiberal Democradybetween 1950 and 19553 his washaracterizely
strife between political parties; prditpower, however, was shared mainly between Masjumi and the
PNI. A few events stand out as significant for the purposes of this exposition.

First, it should be noted that there was a debate which arose over the wording of the Jakarta Charter
in 1945, ware the more militant members demanded that the preamble should mention that the
Republic of Indonesia shoulddibased on belief in Almighty God, with the obligation to carry out

the Sha@hfor the adherents of Isla@®® Eventually, the state ideoloBgncas#a was adopted as

18 |pid p. 30; Steinberg, D.J., Wyatt, D.K., Small, J.R.W., Woodside, A., Roff, W.Rll&, CThBn 1971n Search of
Southeast Asia: A Modern HRtaeger Publishers, New York, New York, p. 284.

19Feith, H.,0p. citpp. 194195.
201bid pp. 19204.

21 |t should be noted that there is no general consensus with regard to the transition t he end of the oL
Democracydé period to the next, the period of 0Gui ded Demc

transition was complete.
22| ev, D.S. 1972slamic Courts in Indohbsigerisity of California Press, Los An@eéifornia, pp. 443.

23 Pancasifpplies to five inseparably related principles: belief in God, a just and civilized humanity, the unity of Indonesia,

democracy guided by the inner wisdom of deliberations of representatives and social justicpléor the peo
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the comstitutional basis for the fldohg state, in line with the wishes of the majority. This major

defeat meant that Indonesia would not be an Islamic républic

Second, in the elections in 1955, the four Islamic parties tahdhévasjumi, NU, PSIl and

Pertii obtained only slightly more than 43 percent of the total vote. Thus, despite the majority of the
country® population professing Islam as their faith, the nationalistic PNI was returned as the
dominant party. To add instdt injury, the communist PKI ran in fourth, after Masjumi and NU,
respectivel§ Islan® struggle to assert itself in Indonesiablead largely overlooked in fawb a

free Indonesia.

The period obGuided Democradyfrom 1959 to 1965, was distinguddine the role that the army

played in the development of the nascent republic. The economy was transformed by the seizure of
Dutch enterprises, which were subsequently natohalhis led to the majority of modern
establishments being run by the govemtmwith army officers in key positions in these
enterprise® There had been sporadic fighting throughout Indonesia up till this time, led primarily

by Muslim extremists who wanted to create an Islamic state in Irfdtmeséawere crushed by the
armywhich was allied to the government. Islam was forced to take a back seat: Masjumi was banned
in 1960, and other Muslim political parties were masgigakven the army, though sympathetic

to Islam, was fundamentally secular in n@tanel Sukarno wasewed as favoring Christians to an

extent that was not in proportion to their numbers.

24Tamara, M.N. 198B)donesia in the Wake of listituite of Strategic and International Studies, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,

p. 13. The most plausible explanation offered for the chdfancédsilastead of th& h a risith@tahe Islamic parsie

failed to convince the people that their opinions were not in confliamithsildeals. The debate was exacerbated by

Suharto in 1953 when he stated that oO0the state tahat we wan
stde based on Islam, many areas whose population is not Islamic, such as the Moluccas, Bali, Flores, Timor, the Kai Islands

and Sulawesi, will secede. And West Irian, which has not yet become part of the territory of Indonesia, will not want to be
partoftt Republ i cdé ( qu dheddcline of Cdngitutiortal,Denkbcracy, ilfH&ddnNsia York, p. 281).

For an elaboration of the Jakarta Charter debate, see Anshari, Thel®#@rta Charter 184lim Youth Movement

of Malaysia, Kdia Lumpur, Malaysia.

25Boland, B.J. 1982he Struggle of Islam in Modern ,|Kadoirglgigk Instituut voor TaglLand en Volkenkunde, Leiden,
The Netherlands, pp.-43.

26 Feith, H.0op. citp. 212.

27 The most notable being the rebellions led by Kartosuwirjpantlislarm Java and that led by Kahar Muzakkar in

Sulawesi. Tamara, M.bb, citp. 14.
281bid p. 14.

YFederspiel, H. M. 1985, 0The Mil im &rSiddigue, &. &Heskam fedsi),r¥., Sukar no
op. citpp. 151158.
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By 1965 Indonesia had become a dangerous brewing pot of social and political antagonisms. It was
only fitting that this exploded into an abortiwepdaton September 30,1965 that led to Sui&arno
displacement from power and a bloody purge that claimed anything from between 78,000 to 2
million liveg© with PKI members and Chinese being the primary targets of mob violence. Indeed,
the Chinese were oftenki@d to both communism as well as Christianity, although the factual basis

for this is dubious. This heralded the beginning ofNte Ordeb era under Suharto.

Between 1965 and 1985 was a period of surprising stability under the authoritarian regime of
Stharto. This was largely due to the @rayal socigolitical function where its personnel played a
pivotal role in the government and civil service; and the zatibarbf only two political parties,

the United Development Party (PPP) and the IndonBgmocratic Party (PDI), both of whom

were considered to be close to the goveramAlihough there were occasional protests by Muslim
groups during this perigd on the whole, the voice of Islam was suppféssed there was
increasing sentiment thaetgovernment was atgiam:

[There is] a denial of the proper role of the religion of, statistically at least, 90 percent of the
population. Muslims place the campaign in the context of other government policies that were
deemed antslam: the abortivé973 marriage Bill, the struggle over the Ministry of Religious
Affairs, the recognition debatinaflavanese mysticism) as a religion, questions on the place

of religious holidays in the academic calendar, etc., all part of a suspected officfal policy o
secularizatioto deny a special place to Islamsdmtrconcerns about the political dominance

of the syncretic Javanese are added more acute suspicions about Christian missionary designs

on the faithful as well s insidious Chinese infl#énce.

This inturn led to the rise of extremist Muslim gr&fuybo often used violence as a means to

express what they felt was the predilection of the majority. However, religious groups were not the

30 Seekins, D.Map. citp. 5457. Modern scholarship suggests alternative explanations for the bloodbath; these range from
all egations that it was a n olvementttee scanaibs wherenthe Umwitédf Saates vbas wi t h  n |

significantly involved.

31 |bid p. 59; Tamara, M.Nop. cit.p. 16. The secular Golkar, up till 1999dihdactauling political player, was not
considered a political party but rather a collectiamctiénal groups.

32Such as the objection over the Marriage Bill in 1973 which would have made religious law subordinate to civil law.

331n fact, the rechanneling of Islamic emphasis towards more religious and cultural directions may have served to benefi
the ethical and mor al influence of the faith. See Samson,
A., Siddique, S. & Hussain (eds.pp.¢citpp. 165170.

34We at her be, D. E. 1985, 0|l nd o neer &Sipa Survesol. 2R OR2;p. A Ncasil a, Pol i f

35 An example being the Islamist militant group Holy War Command (Komando Jihad).
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only ones who contributed to violent action:ipdependence groupad precommunist grougé

as well as ethAmased violence (in particular, against the minority Chinese), also played a part.

The economy was the chief beneficiary of this improved stability, and from the 1970s till 1997 it had
grown at an average oférgent per annum, making it one of the-gighvth Newly Industrialng
Economies of Southeast Asidal'he political scene was also surprisingly (perhaps suspiciously)
stable: Golkar dominated elections from 1971 through to the 1990s.

However, the Asian r&ncial Crisis of 19898 brought an abrupt end to this march, and the
collapse of Indonesaeconomy was moeeute than that of its neighie Although the view

commonly held was that the crisis was brought on by a combination of corruption, antlusion
nepotism (known to Indonesians as KKN) and the mythical jioconfagion3? it is likely that
weaknesses inherent to the Indonesian economy were resffoasiblthese reasons were a
convenient scapegoat used to appease a disgruntled populatigridoskmething (or someone)

to blame. The dream was over, and in its absence, the underlying social and political weaknesses,
tamed by affluence, were to manifest themselves once again.

In May 1998, Suharto was forced to resign as a result of widesyesasl calling for reform. For a

brief spell the country was run by B.J. Habibie, but in 1999 Abdurrahman Wabhid, the leader of the
National Awakening Party (PKBthe political arm of NB and Megawati Sukarnoputri, daughter

of expresident Sukarno, wenstalled as president and ygoesident of Indonesia, respectively.

President Wahidvas widely regarded as traditional and tolerant with respect to religion, whereas
Megawathada tendency to be secular in outlook. Thegecounterbalanced by Amien KRa
vociferous and influential former chairman of the modernist, reformist Muhammadiyah, and current
chairman of the PeofeConsultative Assembly (MPR). Rais dawiib him ahistory of anti

Christian, amChinese, anemitic and artesternstatementd but wasoften viewed as the

36 Such as the Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor (Fretilin) and the outlawed PKI, respectively.

3%Soesastro, H. 1999, 0The Economic Crisis in Indonesi a:
Devel op me n htd:/wwe.gaaific.heait/pakar/hadisusastro/exmic.htmi(accessed April 6, 2005).

0 The Fal t er The Becorornkted, 20@0hpt3e r o,

391bid p. 4. Real GDP fell by 20 percent in 18 months and at one point the rupiah lost over 85 percent of its value against
the US dollar.

40 These canébgroups into three main themes: weaknesses of the financial system, problems in institutional arrangements,
and a need for a lotgrm growth strategy. Soesastro, H. 180%it.

L ee, K. H. 1999, 0 On | yThe Staflayn2d, 2@} Rubenst ¢ihe, R@Ie=H99 9, 0 Ami
Revigwuly 1999, p. 19.
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power behind the new governnirithe new coalition sigedithe beginning of a transition, but
the taskwvasfar from easy; the governmend lacontend with a country that, since 199d,dwsen
continually wrackdal violence and conflict, corruption and scandal.

Following the tumultuous events between 1999 and 2000, Indonesia has since emerged from the
conflict window where violence was widespread and seemed uncontrollable. It remains a stable, if
potentially warynember of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). While occasional
outbreaks of violence did occur after thatyear window (notably in Aceh and Maluku), the people

and government of Indonesia have successfully managed to navigate tesideswspa terrorist

bombing in Bali, and a terrible natural disaster in the form of a magniyuizk&@nerated

tsunami.

Indonesian Islam

Indonesian Islam is predominansiynni although there exist adherents to the sntiih

discipline. Althogh orthodox Islam is the dominant form on the larger islands of Kalimantan,
Sumatra and Sulawesi, on the most populous island of Java it is possible to segregate believers into
santr{orthodox Muslims) anabanggiMuslims who pracg a syncretic faithat includes animist,
Hindu-Buddhist andufislamic beliefs). The two differ in emphadiarfigabeing more interested

in ritual detail whilstantrifocus on doctrine) as well as social arg@om (the former centered on

the family and the latten the community of believersupnmat3 The santris the minority in Java,

and were often of a higher social class.

Amongst thesantrit is possible to further subdivide the group into traditionalists and modernists.
Traditionalists, who form the buk the devout Muslims in Indonesia, are concerned mainly with
pure religion; they tend to be conservative, and believe that education should be conducted in the
traditionallslamic schools, such as thadrasamd thepesantreadthough this patterndsanging.

Most would belong to the largest Muslim social aag@n?> Nahdatul Ulama, and were often

drawn from the lower, rural class.

The influential, urban Modernists seek to absorb educational arshtimgahprinciples from the

secular West, giag Islam within the framework of modernity and change. They tend to be

2Tesor o, J. M. , 0 Be hi nAdiawedilev 12,499 r of Ami en Rai s6,
“¥Geertz, C. 1985, 0The Religion of Jepvcapdp. 2727 | brahim, A.,

44 Lee, K.H. 199% ducation and Politics in Indonesi®&6594biversity of Malaya Press, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; pp. 93
128.

45NU disassociated itself from politics in 1985; PKB is the current political vehicle for NU.

1c
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members of the other major Muslim social argémm, Muhammadiyah, and place education in the

hands of secular sta&hools and universities medebn Western educational traditfo

The lines between all these factions are blurring. The movement of many of the younger generation
of abangatowards more orthodox Islam, the renaissance of Islamic ideas amongst the general
population, the formation of new Muslim cadres who teach Islam within a modern context and the
increasing awareness of Islam in the political elite have contributedaaapidisapprochement
betweerabangandsantritraditionalists and modernisthis consolidation could mean that Islam

would now feature as a more prominent voice in Indonesian national life.

The Church in Indonesia

The church in Indonesia remaimaiaority. Only in the regions of East Nusa Tenggara, East Timor,
North Sulawesi and Irian Jaya do they form a majority, with significant minorities existing in North
Sumatra, West Kalimantan and MatéiKhis pattern strongly reflects the way in whictoricilly,

the two faiths entered thechipelagd Islam from the west and Christianity from the east.

The social geography, however, is chanfimgugh the governmeaponsored Transmigration
Program, outmigration from the predominantly Muslim Javaedasseme 730,000 families
relocated to Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Maluku and Itfindlar@as with a large Christian
population. There has been, consequently, an increasing intermingling of Indonesians who differ in
both ethnic and religious baakgnds.

Although Christianity is a minority religion, the government, thirauglasiénd the Constitution,
guarantees the freedom of religid@hurch growth has been healthy, with a Christians numbering

46 Tamara, M.Ngp. citp. 23.

47 1bid pp. 41 1 ; 0The Map of Conflict in Mal ukubéd, paper delivered
availablenttp://media.isnet.org/ambon/BristolE.htnfaccessed April 6, )0

48 Tahun Doa Nasional 19%ropinsi di Indondsik, Jakarta, Indonesia. The Muslimistian (Catholic and Protestant)

ratio for the provinces are: North Sumatra (63%/33.5%), West Kalimantan (52%/30%), East Nusa Tenggara (8%/85%),
Timor Timur (EasfTimor) (2%/84%), North Sulawesi (46%/53%), Maluku (57%/42%) and Irian Jaya (West Papua)
(16%/83%).

49 Kuipers, J.Cap. citp. 8586.

51945 Constitution, article 29: 0The government guarant ee:
hif her own religion and to worship and practice according

faiths regarded as monotheistic by the government, including Islam, Christianity, Hinduism andifBaddhém,

11
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almost 9 percent of the population Christiarthdoend of the 1970s, almost 10 percent by the end
of the 1980s and possibly as much as 11 percent by the y&ar 2000

However, two government decrees (Decree 70 and 77) issued in 1978 served as powerful measures
to curtail the evangelistic activity of dhmeirch; these were issued to address the concern that
religious tension due to conversion of Muslims by Christians might contribute to i¥sthieitiey

were not entirely unfounddeliblications by Islamic research groups on the situation in Indonesia
often reflect disappointment, animosity and possibly even resé&htment

ChristiarMuslim relations have encountered a few episodes where dissensions arose; in addition to
those already mentioned above, these include a series of Muslim apologetic angbfiokinitsp

and isolated cases where Christians or churches have been opeedyarititacked Tolerance

has, however, been the order of the day and this pattern did persist until the 1990s.

[IIl.  The Crisis in the 19908

As discussed in the previoustiser there hadeen no systematic outbreaks of violent adtivity
Indonesia as a result GhristiaAMuslim clashest leasuntil recent historyThe major incidents
pertaining to the shiftrobably foundks roots in the early 1990s

51Santoso, I. 1996p. citp. 335.

52 Ljao, D.C.E. (ed.)Vorld Christianity, Volume 2: Easteriissians Advanced Research and Communication Centre,
Monrovia, California.

583Sri sant o, S. 1974, O0Church Growth and tirtematiéal Reviewaft i on of
Mission v ol . LXI 11, no. 251, p . 355. See for example von Denf f
Islamic Foundation Study Rapg&rLeicester, United Kingdom. An example of Christian evangelistiwigffoetspect to

Muslims can be found in BentlBgylor, D. 1975]ava Saga: Christian Progress in MuSIMJawaks, London, United

Kingdom.

54Boland, B.Jap. citpp. 22442.

55 As is often the case, press reports as well as field reseamleahly skewed understanding of the events. Since religion
remains a sensitive, heartfelt issue, reports tend to be biased, favoring one party over another. This is exacerbated by the
fact that for coverage on conflict and fighting, it is only feasibterigew only one side, as it would be dangerous for
reporters to cross over the other. The following account seeks to be as objective as possible, obtaining press releases from
both sides of the conflict and basing all field reports on relativelg saliabkes. In certain cases, only initials are used in

order to protect the identity of the individuals.
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A Brewing Storm

In November and December 1992, Muslims attacked several Christian churches and homes on the
island of Javaapparently in response to a rise in Christian fundamentadistytizingé In

November 1995, Christian youths in East Timor destroyed propexdiggingeto Muslims in
retaliation to reports that an Indonesian official had insulted the Catholic faith. The official was

subsequently arrested, but it was an ominous sign of growing religious tension

Such events started becoming more widespread. IdagastMuslims in Surabaya looted and
destroyed 10 churches in early Junesd@96imilar event, on a larger scale, was repeated in the

town of Situbondo when a Muslim mob went on a ckwunaling spree on thdh October1996.

The violence quickly fanned out to neighboring cities and by the @Blhalf Thursday 25

buildings, mostly churches but also a monastery and an orphanage, were destroyed, and 5 casualties
reported® On the26" December 1996, mob violence in Was#, originating in Tasikmalaya, and
subsequently spreading to nearby towns.oBlask Christmasleft in its wake scores of shops,

banks, homes, churches and schools that were ravaged and at least fvAltheathls offidal

claims were that theolénce was as much ethnic as well as refigioeie were already suggestions

that the riots could have been orchestfated

The Volcano Erupts$?®

In mid-May 1998, violent riots broke out in Indonesia, both in Jakarta and in other cities. The
pillaging mobsargeted Chinese shops, looting and burnirmyyittg the capital city into disarray
and releasing a reign of hate and térAdthough the popular verdict was that it was a response to

56 Mallet, V., 'Islam Turns S E Asia's Secular HEaus'cial Tim&ep 30, 1993.
570 Chri stians on Rampage TgMusinNewNowd4sl996.ms i n East Ti mor 6,

80 Ten Churches in | ndone&impasiDidoih 2001996.d by Muslim Mobso,

50 Buchan, A., "Muslim Rioters Kill CbBmpaseDir€ti6, 1996i ans and Tor
0S| m, S. , O0Mob Vi ol €elhecSkaits Tmea/88s1996J ava Spreads?o,
61Savi ||, R., OMusl|lim Rioters ®DaiyTelegrapecd 19860 Chur ches Abl aze

62Ami en Rais stated the day avhstsesystemdiie soroigandisivastinsmréd amdt he way i
directed by a certain group of peopl 8dita NECMRes 1996/dand Ol i ve B
1997.

63 A chronological listing of the major events from-18@B8 onwards is provided Appendix B, andselected

accompanyinghotographs are provided in Appendix C.

64Wat t s, D. , oOLooters PThehidesay 151998 es as Jakarta Burnso,
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the economic downturn that the country was undergoing, the upasding fact included a
deliberate, systematic campaign of rape, perpetuated against Chinese, often Christian, women and
girlse5 Accounts of these incidents suggest that a strong religious element was at§o present

In addition, major incidents began touncén other parts of Indonesia. Up till then, violent activity

had been largely confined to the main island of Java. However, at the end of May 1998, several
demonstrations occurred in lIrian Jaya, calling for investigations into alleged human rights
violaionsé” This was followed by the killing of three dmemese transmigrants in June and
widespread demonstrations in July calling for indepeftd&hceinspired a military crackdown,

where blanks and rubber bullets injured up to fifteen demonstréi@rseports claif?

The violence spread like wildfire. Before the end of the year, there were riots in West Kalimantan
Central and South Sulawéand West Timo® Many had religious overtones, such as the attack of
mosques in Kupang, West Timor andttinehing of a Catholic church in Ujung Padathg tit

for-tat violence slowly mounting as worshippers retaliated to news of previous attacks in other parts

of the country.

Jakarta itself had the dubious distinction of being the cradle for the firss@ign®wof the carnage

to come in Maluku. Riots that flared in the c&p@&linatown on thed November were the result

of internecine clashes between rival Muslim and Christian Ambonese gangs. At least thirteen people
lost their lives and eleven clings were ransacked and burnt by a Mushimseeking revenge for

the rumaed burning of a mosque by Ambonese Chrigtians

65Spillius, A, 0 J a k a TheaailyBelegraRiaep28, d 998; SilliusCA.,i '20 &ereea Killed in
Indonesia RiotsT,he Daily Telegralph15, 1998.

66V, personal communication, June 21, 1998.

67Human Rights Watch 1998, 0]l HuhanrRalsts WatchARresgBelgE3@S. r oubl e i n | ri
68 |bid Murphy, D., 'lIrian Jaya's Independence Dr&dmstian Science Mohitotl, 2000.

69 Human Rights Watch 199&. cit.

70 Christian Nationals Southeast Asia, personal communication, Sep 11, 1998.

71Indonesian Christian Communication foru per son al communicati on, J aBBC 5 , 1998; (
NewsDec 4, 1998.

721bid.

78Si m, S. & Pereira, D., Th&Straits DheeNown F3I esh9T&ka$Speand/en,| e@.c.e
Riots in Indonesian Capit@ la v e 1 Ass@iatedRddsy 23, 1998
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These were but a foretaste of the destruction that was to continue, enveloping the vast nation and
affecting the lives of millions péople all over Indonesia. The events will be reviewed by region, in
chronological order, concentrating on the more significant events that have éscauattided in

the introduction, the analysis will be restricted to the critical window betweagnl 3@aadJune

2000.

Irian Jaya

In Irian Jayaherehavebeen no major continuous outbreaks of violence. The most recent military
shootings occurred in early May 280be fear is that the Indonesian military would use relatively
small incidents to justify large crackdowns. The oppressed people, many of them Christian, continue
to campaign and stage peaceful demonstrations, hoping to be heard by an internationtgl communi
that has largely ignored th&mAlthough the majority of the indigenous Paputaver
independence, it is unlikely that the province would follow East Timor down the road to
independence any time soon, as the nditanginess interests and the gonents financial stakes

in this, the most resourdeh region in Indonesia, is far to valuable to relinquish.

Jakarta

In the capital, there were no major outbreaks of violence after the earlier riots in 1998. There was,
however, widespread unrest as dsetrations calling fofihadcontinued to be held by Islamic
groups, in March 1998January 20@0and April 200@® Rumors of attacksdid arise, proposing a
massacre of Chinese during the June 1999 election period, but failed to be bomredaut. Sp
attacks, such as the attack of the Christian Doulos Foundation rehabilitation centre in December
19990 and a car bomb attack on the Philippine ambassador in response to moves in the Philippines
to stamp out Islamic extremi8mmarred an otherwise calm capitaing this period.

74Murphy, D.Joc. cit.

50 Breaki ng Fr eNew lfiternationalikie 199%a y al 6,

%0 Thousands of Musl i ms Reust®aty,t199%t A mbon Bl oodshed?od,
"Firdaus, | ., 0 Mu Adsdciated Pi#ars b2t 2009 t in Jakartao,

0 Musl i ms CaHellimdaar7,2000. had o6,

79W.L., personal communication, May 27, 2000.

800 Chri sti an Reh &$soci@tedPtbssel6, 299 ac k e d 6,

80 Car Bomb At BBCcNewgiugl, 20@0k ar t a 6,
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Kalimantan

In March 1999, 64 villagers were killed as the indigenous Dayak and Malay communities clashed with
transmigrants from the island of Madura, as four days of fighting destroyed 800 buildings in what
was believed to be an ethoiast#? It should be noted, however, that West Kalimantan has a
significant Christian minority, and these tend to be indigenous peoples as compared to the
transmigrants, who would more than likely be Muslims. Riots flared up again later in the year as
searity forces fired on rioters demanding the release of relatives jailed over the earlier incident, and
by the end of the year, hundreds were killed in the months of violence and tens of thousands of

migrants displacédl

In Central Kalimantan, similar clesietween ethnic groups were reported in July 2000, in Kumai.
Four people were reported killed and scores of others injured in the affair, and several houses were

burnt as weft

Maluku

The first signs of violence in Maluku, interestinglye ot between Christians and Muslims, but
between rival Muslim gang members, in adayidrunken brawl starting on it January 1999

A day after the end of that episode, onl#telanuary, a Christian bus driver, Jacob Leuhery (alias
oYopyd) had adispute with two Muslim Bugis youths. The disagreement led to a confrontation
between two Christian and Muslim groups. This confrontation sparked off clashes all over the city,
with Christians attacking Muslims & veP8d he violence was orgzed and brutal; casualties
numbered more than fifty by the time there was a cessation of fighting, with more than a hundred

seriously injuredd

il lius, A., 0Bus Far e ThHe ®ailydTelegndpaB20,r1992 o Ki | | s 64 Vil l agerso
80l ndonesi a Et hniAssocRiedPrapsy dl99€.ont i nues o6,

80 Four Killed in Fi ghThd Jak@rtaiPost JQielnt6r,al 2 0K0ad ;i maGd mmuwn a | Vi ol en
Kal i maThetJakari&d Pdstl 7, 2000.

8o More Violence Mar ks t h&NNENedsJan 18, IR®madan in I ndonesi ad,

86 Human Rights Watch 1998donesia: The Violence in Atsiuioan Rights WatdReport, vol. 11, no. 1(c), available:

http://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/ambonThis report is extremely detailed and is the best source of information for the

period January dMlarch 10, 1999. The incidergkated here are chiefly a summary of that document, with supplementary
materials from the press and field research.

80 Troops Fl own i n The StQits diindsn 28 3G Wneblsy Galnsirdindor®Bida' Newdan 24,
1999; Pereira,D. 0 Mi |l i t ary Appe dHeStratsdimimC25,119899.i n Ambonod,
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Even the arrival of troops only managed to restore an uneasy calm for a short time, as sporadic
violence continued tmarifest in Ambor8 On 2nd February, widespread fighting broke out once

again in AmbogP and quickly spread to Seram and Sapauer the course of the next week,
smallscale fighting either broke out or there were tense confrontations in many villages between
Christians and Muslims. The depth of hostility and suspicion that the violence had produced by this
time was exnplified bythe fact that villagers started burying their belongings in order to protect

theme?

On 13" February onwards, the armed forces lost their reluctance to shoot, and many deaths during
this period onwards were a result of the armed forces operfihDdmé tolls started to mount,

and thousands were forced to flee and seek refuge in other parts of I¥¥deoretia first time,

reports of the partiality of security forces started to durféaiens often assert that police forces

ally with Christians andwy forces with Muslini$The threat of a civil war in Maluku was real and
growing. In early June 1999, the first wave of Maluku riots ended, in anticipation of the upcoming

Indonesian parliamentary elections.

Unfortunately, in late July, riots in Amborogiethe next wave of fightittgMuslim sources during
this time begin to claim Israeli and Western involvement in the ongoing conflict igéMaledaas
Christian sources place the blame of Islatrisbrist groups” On both sides, however, the call
for the removal of armed forces from Maluwkasunanimous, as many believe that their presence

80Sporadic V-Tol entedon €8N NewsJah 25| 1899.d 6 ,
80 Ambon Cl ash eBBC BEawsgh®, 199 ai n o,

9% Human Rights Watch 1998c. cit.

91 1bid.

92bid

BoThousands FIl| ee bBBE tleyeb®2 889. Vi ol ence 6,

“0Police Losing Con tBBGNewseld 23,11998; tHurers Rights Waith B889Gitnterestingly,

Muslim sources admit that more real help is given by the army to Muslims, whereas Christians are willing to give up their
police for and let the entire force be transferred. See , Adjie, Ribg98and Fighti(gis)in AmbgnMuslim lawyers

Guild, Indonesia, availabié¢p://go.to/maluku (accessed April 5, 2005).

95W.L., personal communication, Aug 7, 2000.

%01 sr ael and West Get Il nvol ved hipWwwarsnhae mt/sdbbandcsesielrthien i n Amb on

(accessed May 9, 2000).

97W.L., personal communication, Jul 30, 1999.
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had only fuelled greater unrest and more k#ilmgOctober 1999, the reshuffling of the cabinet put
a temporary halt to the fighting and ended the secondfWdakiku riots.

In early November, two days of religious riots in Tidore, North Maluku, set in motion the third wave
of Maluku riots. This third wave wasaracterizeldy the escalation of the conflict to an extent that

the number of casualties increaseihbly. Damage was being incurred in whole districts, and a
significant political impact was mountngreas of unrest included North Halmahera, Buru,
Ambon, Seram and Haruk@Tens of thousands of refugees were forced to flee in the latest round
of videncglol and by midlanuary 2000, the official estimates of refugees numbered slightly over
76,000°2with almos®8,000 buildings being destrgyesnongthem, 45 mosques, 47 churches and

20 school&’3Eyewitness reports related a scene reminiscentiéfneareligious violence.

The situation continued to deteriorate. ®May 2000, Laskar Jihad, a force assembled by Islamic
groups with the intention of liberating their suffering brothers in Maluku, sent 3,000 members to
MalukutosIn spite of government objemn,206more volunteers continued to be sent over the course

of the monthto7 Fresh clashes quickly erugfétut the force refused to led¥deading to appeals

%]l nvestigation Team, Justice Station for Ambon Ummah Car e,
1999, availablenttp://www.ummah.net/sos/indonesial.htrfaccessed May 9, 2000); Crisis Centre of Indonesian

Communion of Churches, O0TNI Personnel | Releask,\Oet®, 1998; Cl ashes
OAmbonese People Demonstrate f oAntardANemeAdedsBried8.s t o Retreat f

NPAstill, J ., O0Ni ne KhbDdilyl TelegraphmNo% p i6c e 119919e s Maisalrd rkaue 0Net wo r k
Third Wave of Moluccas Riots: November 1®%9r e sent 0, J u | hitb:Avww.@ Qoa@hon (sccessedl ab | e :
Apr 5, 2005).

100]hid OHundr eds Dibher iasst iMunssl i BrestNMdIMedsDEN31,11998.onesi a6,
WiFjrdaus, | ., 0Thous a AsbociatédlPe®ms5,2000onesi an Vi ol enceo,
102Kompadan 16, 2000.

103 Tempaan 17, 2000.

104 Christian Solidarity WorldwidByerview Briefing for UnstarstidrCdebate: Tuesdayu@ QOCSW, Surrey, United
Kingdom.

150 Laskar Ji had Me ridkata Bod&ye/2000.t o Ambono,

160 Government Wants Ji hThaJakeraRddey 10, 2000Leave Mal ukuod,
1070 Fresh Batch of Lrmad&hedakartd Robag 16, 26800.t er s Ambo

1080 At Least 17 Kill ed TheJakartaeReday 18,P000.ence i n Ambonod,

1gLaskar Ji had Rej e @Thedaka@taRddaw25,12@00.Leave Mal ukubod,
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for UN interventioril® The regrcussions of the presence of Laskar Jilkaeihwost clearly seen in

the press reports that continued to churn out stories of fighting and bloodshed. The death toll was
now in the hundreds, but could possibly have been in the thousands, as the possibility of press
restrictions, preventing an objectigsessment of the true state of affairs, was veétyltesould

be noted that media reports were often subject to distortion.’as well

In late June, the Indonesian government imposed a state of civil emergency i Maltkea

killings remained unded!!4 There were also peripheral losses due to the violence. In July, a ferry,

the Cahaya Bahari, sank with almost 500 refugees on board; only ten survivors were subsequently
found!15 The Pattimura Universitythe most prestigious university in Mafulwas detroyed by

firel18|n the meantime, arms continued to pour into the devastatedi¥egiohtelevision footage

finally caused the Indonesian military to admit that the troops had taken sides in ttié8 conflict
something that field research had long sineetained!® Meanwhile, militant forces from both

sides determined to fight.Bf

1oMc Cal I, C., o0OPl ea to UdutheGhinaMorgihgtMiesnlg, 2R ges on | sl ands o6,
11p F., personal communication, Jun 15, 2000.

112|n one such case, a report written by a Catholic priest describing the destruction of churches was published with all
references to the wog dwdrchudmhdgusadstlinuaradt feor aase, a cl
tribes in Halmahera was misreported as one between Muslims and Christians. In another case, there was blatant
misreporting in order to support a particular preconceivédtbmseason fothe slaughter of Muslims in Maluku was
explained by the o0factdé that they were a minority there.
sources tend to admit that both sides are party to the violence, whereas Muslimtsoyictsrefthemselves as victims

only. Christian Solidarity Worldwi@eaft Report on Visit to Indone&ia, Aiil 2000CSW, Surrey, United Kingdom;

W.L., personal communication, Jun 14, 20Q&ct Internatioogl citp. 12

130 Vi ol en$p &l ka s@iewi SydnEynvmiggeHeialn26, 2000.
14My dans, S. , 0l ndonesi a REheNewlak Tanks 28/2600.r bed | sl and Killing

15Spi Il 1i us, A, 0 Ho pe RhbenDzily Delegraht 19 2000FSpencey, G.DuULrOv ilvnodrosnée,s i an St
Sur vi v o rAssodated Aiddis3, 2000.

160 Uni ver si ty De sBBE Neysut4, 2060. Mol uccas 6,

170 Ar ms Smuggl er s @BQNetydul 1QP000. Mol uccaséoé,

18Engl and, V., O0Foo0t ag soulihinaVerninggdetHl8,2000.on Mi |l i tarvyo,
119] ., personal communication, Jul 27, 2000.

1200 Mol uccan Mil it amBBGNewsGadilor, ORr009i; d ®d,hr iBBQNeagshul 18)i | i t i a: W
2000.
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Domestic and internatidnaressure had begun to pout Muslims calling fgihagt2t while both

parties started mounting extensive fettiéing campaigrig Both religiou3 aswell as seculaf
institutions began to pressure the Indonesian government to end the religious violence. However, the
government initially adamantly refused any form of foreign intervention in Maluku, stating that the
issue was a domestic &3eBut with the situation spiraling out of control, president Wahid
eventually admitted that some form of limited foreign assistance might be desirable in order to end
the sectarian violen€é In late July, Laskar Jihad issued an ultimatum via loudspeaker that

AmboneseChristians were to leave the city befor8Iauly or risk being exterminated

Accounts of the atrocities committed against both Christians and Muslims are frightening, inhumane,
and very frequently, downright gross. Victims are being mutilatedldongeheir allegiance to

their faith, often in a brutal manner, involving loss of limb, head or app&idagemg and

burning was widespread, with reported cases of entire fvittamgisof them Christidinbeing

burnt downt2?in addition to long listsf @hurches and mosques being destigy@bmerii both

Christian and Musliinwere being raped on the streets, often by gangs éflfmesome cases,

after being killed, the victims were cut up, skewered, ang3gdheda pregnant woman even had

her belly sliced open and her unborn child spBagmime women and children were abducted and

121 Associated Rréms 12, 200@c. cjtThe TingeApr 7, 200dpc. cit.

122 An example of Christian pressure is the Jubilee Campaign for Urgent Action in Indonesia; of Muslim pressure, the open

letter from the Indonesian Muslim Students Association of North America.

2Z2Worl d Counci l of Churches, OWCC Appeals for Restoration o
John Paul lIReuters News Sgjvieel 2, 2000.

124Human Rights Internation&lRI Press Reledskl7, 2000.

250 Worl d Tol d MWatl ufke didesta RO 8, 2000

1%Specifically, technical and | ogi st i chsdociated Rréss152080. Leki ¢, S.
127J.H., personal communication, Jul 24, 2000.

1220 Encour agement forl Bdbne Opan DooB dlevsrkadm D000 ; oMal uku: Mas s a
E n dlidpact InternatipAgk 2000, p. 12.

2Head, J. OThousands BBEONewsed22,d®9esi an Vi ol enceo,

130P.R., personal communication, Feb 25, 1999.

BIg Anot heTr Bgesady ai Republikdan #4, 2300; BH), personal communication, Jul 3, 2000.

®Buchan, A., 0Security Forces UnGoepassPrbetual,ilee9. aft er Ambon R

133 The victim, Rena Makewe was a Christian, from Beféeagg. The incident was never reported clearly, and wild

distortions resulted over who the victim and perpetrator was, with Muslims and Christians both blaming the other side.
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forcibly convertetb4 It has also been rumeal that the prices for the head of a Christian and lay

minister are 50 and 25 milliombnesian rupiah, respectivédly

Yet in all these events there still existed some signs of encouragement and hope. There has been
support between villagers, with Muslims protecting Christians in their homes emtéoften at

the expense of theino live§ dtraitors of the faith are often punished. Women from both camps

have stood up for one another and have publicly called for an end to the!¥idliacdes have

been reported, and whilst it is easy tcképtisal of claims of bullets that dat pierce skins and

blades that are rendered impotent, there is comfort in knowing that the innocent are not always
meaninglessly butchet&d

Nussa Tengarra

A mass gathering of Muslims in the main city of Mataram in Lombok, West Nussa Tengarra, on the
17 January 2000 meant to demonstrate their solidarity with Muslims fighting in Maluku dissolved
into a church burning spreéThe violence spread rapidly throughout the island and 18 tilee

island was evacuated of tourists, and many Christiansafidid ai#h between six and ten thousand

being forced to seek refugelt was the appeal of Muslim clerics to their followers that finally
brought peace to the embattled island the next day, as well as security forces who threatened to shoot

on sight, althugh the loyalty of the armed forces to quelling the violence was quéstioned

Field research suggests that there were even attacks on refugee camps by the rioters during this
period, and that Muslim preachers Haliberatelyoroadcast messages incitiegtriction over

134Christian Solidarity Worldwide-21 April 2000oc. cjtl.H., personalammunication, Jul 3, 2000.

3G, L. , personal communicati on, jun 30, fndieedadayinBvaluku , J ., OHo
Islands, IndonegiaA Cry f or Unitihge | Ghdrch in  Australia  National Asseavalifable:
http://www.geocities.com/alifuru67/y2000x/uchurch1506y2k (@ceessed Apr 5, 2005).

136Fofid, R. & Salampessy, Zssociation of Independent JournalisebR&p3d299.
BAkkara, A., oDaily Life in the Mal EMpUIBIS2000nds: Chaos, Fea

BW. L., personal communication, Mar 1, 19997iDé&d®3t,ak Sal a Wa
19996, hap//aniv.uanimdheet/sos/indonesial.hifaccessed May 9, 2000).

139 Communion of Churches in Indonesia, Jan 18, 2000; MacDougall, J.MLon#f8l0 Unrest: Description and Analysis
availablenttp://media.isnet.org/ambon/lombokunrest.ht(accessed July 25, 2000).
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Vi ol ence o nmmheDaily Felegrdaim 21,s2008.6 ,
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mosque loudspeakers. It might even have been possible that the names and addresses of target

individuals were put on lists to have their homes desttdyed

Sulawesi

On 21t April 1999, a church complex was pdioohbed in Ujung Padang, frevincial capital of

South Sulawesi, in response to television broadcasts of a bomb which exploded in a Jakarta mosque.
In addition, the Muslim mob also lobbed petrol bombs into a school and other btiBgugarian

conflict also arose in another towrthe province, Luwu, where locals and transmigrants fought in
January 2000. At least four people were killed, and a hundred houses burnt; for not the first time,
both Muslims and Christians accused the military and the police of siding with thefagmosite

in the fighting44

In Central Sulawesi, Poso experienced communal conflict, with 360 homes and 4 churches destroyed
without retaliation in April 20@® Later fighting between May and June involved casualties from

both sides, as Christians retaligtedMuslim attack®s Later searches uncovered mass graves
totaling211 people in three separate places

Sumatra

On the 61 January 2000, threats of violence were made against churches in Lampung, South
Sumatras The demand=or the problem in Ambon to bresolved by the next day, otherwise the

residents of Lampung could expect a similar event in thel city

Although the threats were not raali other parts of Sumatra were less fortunate. In the North
Sumatran city of Medan, a hemade explosive deviaent off in the GKPI Protestant church in

1425 A., personal communication, Jan 25, 2000.

WSpillius, A., oOolndonesi an Mo bTh®RagytTelquy#pr21C1HOOr ch After Mosqu
“4Cooney, D. , OFour KiAsdocated Rrdms 10,200 nesi a Vi ol ence6,

145J.H., personal communication, Jun 3, 2000.

146 | bid

1476211 Confirmed Dead iTheJBkarta®dsiCro2000unal Cl ashesé,

148\W.L., personal commication, Jan 8, 2000.

1490 Bil a masal ah di Ambon tidak dapat di sel widai kan besok, ma
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late July, injuring 47 members of the congregation. Two other bombs were subsequently discovered

in churches in the city before they detonated and were diffused by police bori#y squads

Timor

After 23 years of armextcupation and as many as 200,000 killings, the Indonesian government
announced on th@7h January 1999 that East Timor could have its frééddmmediately,

however, proand anti independence groups clashed in the Kovalima district, leading to 4,000
people having to seek refuge at the church in Suai in order to escape tteé Rillisgs1s quickly

emerged, leading to fears of factional violence in the province, especially when news emerged that
the Indonesian military was arming the civilian papuig The threat of an East Timor war

became very reiad

Escalating violence in East Timor eventually led up to claims of at least 25 people being shot or
hacked to death by the Indonesian army, with other reports placing the number of victims to as high
as 45'551In May, preindependence militia went on a rampage in Dili streets, claiming at least 2 lives
as the province, seeking a referendum fiodiégpendence in August, spiraled towlhags.

Even after the overwhelming result of the referendum waslépendence, militiamen continued

to rampage on the streets of Dili, killing Catholic priests and nuns and UN workers. Churches,
monasteries, churchn schools and hospitals were all attacked, and what would have been a
politicallymotivated conflict degerated into ethnic and religious violé¥fc&he homes of
Christians were destroyed, including that of Bishop Carlos Bello, the Nobel peatmipigze

bishop responsible for reconciliation efforts between thamt@ntiindependence grous

oMc Cal | , c., OChri st i an SouthA Chang Marning Fogveary Af9t, e r2 0BX0p | ods4i70 nisndj,u r
Church Bla t Tine Jakarta Rdgay 29, 2000.

BiAgl i onby, J., 0TiTheGuardaem28i1®¥We Fr eedomd,
20 East Timor Groups Cl ash Eahblic wWaovld Megen 29M898.pendence Proposal 6

130l ndonesi an Gover nme n tCatholiciMond gNef&i2Vv1999.i ans i n Ti mor o,
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Jatmi ko, A., O0Bi shopAddciatediARRpsE4d®3. Ti mor Massacre',
sWatt s, D. , OTi morese Run for TTheTimes LSiewe s4,a sl 9Mi9l;i toiMineint i G
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Eventudly, UN peacekeepers were sent into East Timor to quell the violence, which an Indonesian
army defector has revealed to be a civil war plot, designed to purge théstarritdoyember,
international press revealed that murdered priests had been foagsl gmavg®and a senior UN

official revealed that women refugees from East Timor weredtzgiad and abused in camps in
Indonesian West Timd#¥s0

At the end of January 2000, the UN International Commission of Inquiry on East Timor
documented that therwasosystematic and widespread intimidation and terror, destruction of
property, violence against women, forced displacement, and attempts to destrog, evidence
concluding that the Indonesian army, police as well as militia armed by the securigrdorces w
responsiblest

Cases of violence are still reported from East Timor, despite its independence. Gang clashes in
Baucau and Dili in January indicate that the case for peace in the territory is far frgaT bettled
refugees have also had their calanfitesls claimed the lives of 125, and a further 547 died in the
squalid conditions of the camggdnder these circumstances, the Indonesian government in August
approved a plan to close the refugee c#iipkewise, the tingommunities of Muslims left tine

newly independent state limeghettelike conditions and are stoned by the Christian population

who accuse them of siding with-prdonesia militiées

8Wat t s, D., oDefector ReTne$epl7ClRI0.i | War Pl ot in Timoré,
Dutter, B., o0Bodies of DMyTeldgaplev®7, 989 ests i n Mass Graveaod,
1600 Re f u g e eSund&ya plegrdjav,7, 1999.

61 Hur man Rights Wat ch 2000, Présd uBackgrooreler Mar y 2808iahls: t Ti mor 6
http://www.hrw.org/backgrounder/asia/timor/etimorback0330.Haocessed Apr 3, 2005).

62Pat er son, H. , 0Gang Vi AsseciateceRreBsd a ks 1 Eas2000moPatCet gyon, H.
Ti mor | njAssocated Rrdsalb, @000.

®Spillius, AL, 0 Ti mbaily Télegraph dvsa y K i1l9l, RefOWg e eds54,7 Ti mor Refug
Associated Rrésis19, 2000.

%0l ndonesia Okays Pl an t o,TilJakasta RdBigs 2000Ti mor Refugee Campso

150 Mus | i ms i n Gh et Impacténtemhatighaly®@00, p.84.t ac k 6,
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IV. Competing and ComplementaryTheories

Economic Rationales

Prior to the 1997/98 economic goalitical crisis, the economy powered along with an impressive 7
percent growth rate and an annual GDP in the excess of 600¢billhenstaggering effect of a 15
percent contraction during the crisis would obviously have an impact on the ordinary lives of the
people. Average income per capita, already low before the refedistdietween US$600 and
US$700 per annumin inflation rate of 77 percenthat bordeed on hyperinflation, and an
unemployment rate of 20 percémat impliedthat as many as 17.5 million peapdeeout of

work167 The rupiahlost more tharalf its value as compared to-p887 figures; to an ordinary
worker this means that he has taken an involuntary 50 percent pay cut.

On top of macroeconomic worries, the economydfan&roeconomic troubles as well.
Microeconomic reformvasslow and inefficient, with the Indonesian Bank Restructuring Agency
only being abl® collect on less than 2 percent of its debts. Bank scandadthreakconomyiss

and even the economics minisi@ino faith in his county ability to attract foreign investment, as
he so publicly declar&d

Even in the aftermath whetiee economy sheed positive signs of recovery, the plight of the
common peoplavasoften ignored, and the huge army of the unemployed pravidetential
source of discontented individuals who, for lack of more productive acouleise engaged in

religious strife

Political and Military Explanations

There ge a few political factors that have been implicated in attempts to explain.the/orstend
out: The argument that the violence facaddor secessionist tendencies; and the argument that the
violence hs been perpetrated by provocateurs involved in a wider conspiracy to discredit the

current, democratical®yected government.

166 CIA World Factbook 1399 citp. 6.
167Calculated from the 1997 labor force estimates of 87 million.

168 The most recent being the Bank Badindal, linking huge liabilities to the Habibie government; it remains unresolved.
Kwi k, K. G. , oBank Bal iCoBmsSep®81999Re mai ns Unresol vedod,

169The Economiktly 8, 2000p. citp. 7.
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The independence hypothesis contends that the states of Maluku, through the South Maluku
Republican Movement (RMS); Irian Jdyaugh the Free Papua Movement (OPM); and East
Timor, through the Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor (Fretilin), were seeking to
gain independence, since they are states with a laMestionminority (or even majority). These
pro-indepedence forces, it is argued, do not have the support of the majority of the people, but are
using the banner of religious incompatibility as a front for securing indepéhdence

The second conjecture, that of provocateurs involved in a power struggiesnaplew groups
The first group is thetatus qgooup that of Suharto and his supporters. The second is made up of
hardline Muslims, while the third is comprised of certain Indonesian business conglomerates.

The first group is undoubtedly the maainplex. There are the powerful players as well as their
instruments. The powerful political elite thatenamed includeB.J. Habibie, whose attempt to
arouse unrest in the conflict areas would destaliile political strongholds of Megawati
Sukarnoput; General Wiranto, who would enjoy greater military power in the conflict regions; and
expresident Suhart®

Groups that have been implicated as their instruments of this political elite include L&8kar Jihad
although this has been vehemently denidts bgader, dar Umar Tholit374 and various local
gangd$’® These groups oftemasqueradander the pretext of religion but various sources have
accused them of being the first to instigate the violence in both Lombok ang®Malakidition,

"Madj i ah, L. E., 0l ndfoaieTél dakarta®dstN\3a2000o0n Di vi ded by

1M Genoci de | ncompat i bTheJakaitaRdsnR%E2000gi on and Faitho,
Aditjondr o, G.J. , 0 The PIhe yakartssRddl 20h2060d t he Mal uku Madnessd
173Grant, M. 200Qyloluccan Christians Ettnic Cleansing in Their HoetdmdAustralia.

7460 Ji had Force is No One' sThelakaitatRddayald, 200 ol : Commander Jadf ar

175In Ambon, the main Christian youth gang, Christian Boys (Coker), are led by Milton Matuanakota Brede@®ngky

their antagoni st Ongen Sangaj.i |l eads the rival Musl im gang
the People of Mal uku ar e Cr us hlgd/médm.isnB.ert/andetydahe.hthlan 2 3, 2
(accessed July 26, 2000) . In Lombok, two O0crime control 6 ¢

large paramilitary organization that involved themselves in organized violence. See MacDougallpg.Mit]. 2000,

176 This point desergeelaboration. The destruction in Lombok was said to be very systematic and organized, possibly by
these groups. Likewise, many reports claim the same for Maluku, and that there were many people in the mob that were not
locals.lbid;van Klinken, G. 1999/V/hat Caused the Ambon Violrai&blehttp://www.serve.com/inside/index.htm

(accessed July 26, 2000).
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they arealso more inclined to be involved in the ongoingrlerestingly, it is also alleged that
they have ties to the Suharto regdithe

The secongdroup, the radical Islamic orgations, isnotivated by the desire to establish an Islamic
state based on ti&hasah These radical groups would find nominal support from the reformist
organizationsthe main one being Muhammadiyah. As a matter of fad2hoduly 2000,
Muhammadiyah cast dffancasiend readopted Islam as its key prin€iplEne Associatiomf
Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals (ICMI), with Habibie as its chairman,zgdlsamdents from
universities to participate indhong Marcld against poverty and ignorance, with the Muslim
community as its spearhé®Clearly, the political environméntndonesia for the past decade has
proven to be conducive for the development of orthodox.3&lam

In thejihadrallies in Jakarta, there was no attempt to hide the militant desire of the leadership. Rallies
have activists brandishing weap#énand traimg conducted in Bogor resembled milisayle
campg8 A document handed out jihadvolunteers included, amongst the inventory of personal
items for each individual, face masks as well as .gwémnda publication entitledBurn the
Churches: Investigatis of Religious Conflicts in Indonéstae author was clearly fundamentalist
throughout the book, and at one point made clear statements against presidént Wahid

The third group are Indonesian business conglomerates who benefit from the religiesis troub
since they then escape from their obligations to pay trillions of rupiah in debt to Indonesian

77Lar mer , B. , 0 Wa r rNewswexrlaml?7,2d®@& d and Whit ed,
178Human Rights Watch 199&:.. cit.W.L., personal communication, Oct 4, 1999.
79 Muhammadi yah ReadoptThe Jakarta Bdsl 12, 800Key Pr i nci pl eo,

180 ogEl ected Chair man of t B.& HabiGid1| His | Lifed cande Caragéilable: i n
http://habibie.ristek.go.id/english/cv/cvl.htifaccessed Jan 20, 1999).

181|n his final years as president, Suharto became increasinglyfridogliyn he went on thdajj, and he allowed the
estalishment of an Islamic bank and other Islamic institutions. The head of the MPR, Amien Rais, continues to be a
channel for Islamist views in parliamentli8pact InternatipAal 2000, p. 12; Rubenstein, C. 1989%itp. 19.

182The TimgApr 7, 200,loc. cit.
BogLaskar Ji had WoTheJpkartadgio 10, 2608.si dent s 6,
184J a6 f ar Umalaskarhikat ke Malk®IO0y,adussunnah, Yogyakart a, I ndonesi a.

185 Husaini, A. (ed.) 200Gerej&ereja Dibakar: Membedah Akar Konflik SABSndBIEA Press, Jakarta, Indonesia,
pp. 13637.
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bankssdi incurred during the days of corruption prior to the current economic crisis. These

conglomerates, in genehaldclose links to the Suharto farkily

To tie all that upvasthe general weakness of the president and his cabinet. This does not necessarily
speak of Wah@l character, but rather, the regime that he was inducted into and the entire political
environment that defines Indonesian politics.|@daership has often found it difficult to agfiee

and the religious war has threatened to topple the éfirgatydemocraticalblected leadé&s®

Civikmilitary ties in Southeast Asia has historically been delicate, and all the more so in Indonesia.
The military often employed a dual social and political function, knadwifiaggsand the
Indonesian military played important roles in bringing both Sukarno and Suharto.1% Plogver
Indonesian military is used to force as a means to achieving rapttgpdmlogy that has been
thoroughly criticed.

The status of the military in the religious conflicts in Indasesizbivalent; on one hand, some
reports claim that the presence of the military has aggravated the conflict, mainly due to their
participgion in the actual fighting, and being less than impartial in déMm@sahe other, the

military haalso been accused on standing idly bg tbidestruction was being carried'8the
admittance of military involvement is well documented forsaetdaluku; for other provinces,

in particular East Timor, such evidence has not been as forthcoming.

SocioPsychologicaland Religious Motivations

The saociological and psychological perspectives provide fertile ground for understanding the current

situdion, and the preminence of religion as the source of the conflict.

L. ekic, S., 0l ndonesiAssodateRrams25, W0y f or Vi olencebod,
187 Aditjondro, G.J., Jul 20, 2000, citp. 3.

188 To the extent that Rais and Wahid were called on to stop makingvcentr s i a | statement s. ONurchol
Ami en t o ThedakaBta Rdst,t2@00.

Sherwell, P., OReligious SwWaayTelegrdpb®2060ns | ndonesi an Preside
9Sulistyo, H. , -Q/Htary Tees in SEaAsi dheBPakarta PdgiiCrAH8,2000.
191England, V.loc. citHuman Rights Watch 1998;. cit.

192Masariku Network 200Change of Security Setting by the Military Commander and Structure of the Command of Civil Emergency
Background of th®estruction of Pattimura Univeristy aneRunkRdka Tiga  Villagesavailable:

http://www.geocities.com/alifuru67/noframe/masariku1007y2k(acoessed Apr 5, 2005).
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Foremost is the need to understand the psyche of the Indonesian people. Violence comes from
social or political conditioning, and in the case of Indonesia, it has been argued thhe due to
culture of violence that helsaracterizebhdonesian society, it becomes much easier to arouse these
tendencies and herlegitimizehe use of force to attain ends and resolve differences. Mass violence
can also have a sp#rpetuating effect, espaly for those who have begaumatizedoy the
incidentg93

In Maluku, the traditional systemped& where traditional intervillage relations ensured a peaceful
co-existence between people of different biélieds been broken down due to several fadtbes

influx of nonAmbonese Muslims has altered the demographic distribution and diluted the sense of
commitment tgelaln addition, the younger generation seldom feels the same sort of allegiance to a
system they regard as ancient and outdated., miithllselslamiation and reChristiandation, the
traditional syncretic beliefs that allowed the two religions to rest more comfortably with one another
disappeared, as religious leaders stressed the importance of orthodox belief, making th@nother religi

far less acceptabte

Going beyond the provincial level, the breakdown of the national idRaluzpsilanight explain

the clashes on a wider scale. In recent ftarsasites often been used as a sort of mantra that is
not questioned becausedissent with regard to it is allowed. The concept has never been allowed
to take root in the hearts and minds of the pé#pMow that the influence of a repressive
government is gone, it is possible that the rote learning of the principle imposety psgvayirsg
unwanted dividends through the religious clashes that are in direct confrofatioadita

Under a certain interpretatioine tMuslim cadirectlyjustify hisor hercall to arm&® However, iis
generallparder for the Christian to dafi at least, natnambiguouslhristian ministers are often

in a dilemma as to what to predahleave the vengee to Gog or to retaliate in setfeferse 198

13Anggraeni,D. o0l s Vi ol ence Part of Thedakata Rdsti3@ B000CButhoryM.eMa3shes e Day
Violence Wrecks Psyche of Natidhe Jakarta Rdsin 20, 2000.

194 Bartels, D. 2000four God Is No Longer Mine: Misistian Fratricide inCbetral Moluccas (Indonesia) After a Half

Millennium of TolerarEXdstence and Ethnic Usigilablehttp://www.geocities.com/alifuru6faccessed Jul 27, 2000);

Pi cauli ma van Engheel eSe e& sS aoifmiDmas,c oth.t,e not T ThenJakarta BdstB?6,a ut i f ul M
2000.

1%Hor n, F. L., 0| nd o rreeslakarta RAdin 18,2000.on i n Cri si so6,
1% Sura 9:5
197Deut 32:35; Rom 12:19; Mt 38:42

1981 Sam 17; Eze 328P4; Lk 22:36
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Nonetheless, a preacher who preaches forbearance is often not listened to, as congregations,

frustrated with a gospel of peace when all around them is violence, react in kind.

Analysisand Critique

The weakness of the economy as a reason for the manifestation of innate differences is an argument
that holds a great deal of weight. One might sathéhpoor performance of the economy is the
bedrock for current tensions; conversely, an economy which is bringing prosperity and an improved
standard of living to the people makes differences that much easier to tolerate. One must not forget
that in addion to the disgruntlement of the unemployed (and hence their greater willingness to lend
themselves to the religious cause), the youths and s$tunftaristhe firstto be retrenched in a
recessiaim have often been named in the press as the most acinipgudstin the inteeligious

strifel99

Mix all that with little hope for an imminent improvement in their current economic cafditions
and you have the perfect recipe for mobs looking for aGightcouldventure as far as to say that
if economic conditions were not as theye there is a good chance that the confliotdd have
beenfar lesswidespreadif they were tdhvavehapperd at all. Consequently, the first stepng
attempt to quell ethaeligiousunrestof this form it would seem, would be to get the economy
back on tradk a task far easier said than done.

The independence hypothesis first glance, appears to hefater forthree of the statesthat
experiencedsectarian conflict: Maluk&ast Timor, and Irian Jaydowever, a more careful
examination of the events and circumstances of the time would appear to contradict this worldview
at least in its naive form

It is highly improbable that the peopfie Maluku, prior to the crisis, woulthve wanted
independencéo an extent that would have led them to condone the violence that eventually
occurred Despite the historical presence of the RMS, the people of Maldkedhasince the
inception of the republic, in relative contentment, tdedifferencein religious procliviiés The

RMS hd been, and still remains, a sindlsomewhat oveemphasizeéd elemengo!

199] armer B.,op. citp. 38.

20Thi s thought is echoed by Airlangga Univer siMalayshect ur er
Star Jan 25, 1999.

201 How much this is recognized by the Muslims involved in the conflict is debatable.nA nvindsiet that

misunderstands this might argue that the Christians are attempting to form an independent state and are hence unpatriotic.
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East Timorgained official independence following thesgbhsored act of selétermination in

1999. he violence committed by the -prdependence militia after the referendum shows that
religious fervor had a part to play in the ensuing conflict. Even Bishop Belo himself claimed that the
pro-Indonesian armed gangs were participatingogersocide thataks not spare the Catholic
Church 262 The churchwas after all, often perceived as-prependence, and so by association
Christians and church leaders would be a target fimdamendence militia and security forces.
However East Timor had always gbitiindependence since annexation by the Indonesian military

in 1975. One could make a casettigamove towarthdependence was inevitable,thedsectarian

violencevas merely a sideshowt the result of independence

In Irian Jaya, where the desoe independenceas similarlgtrong, conflictsypicallyoccurred
between security forces and the indigenous peoplethdbd two groups would represent a clash
between Muslims and Christiansimarily because the army is more likely to be Muslitheand
indigenous Papuans Christiats frame any clashes between the two as a religious one would
probably be off the mark. One should not deny that there might be some religious overtones

involved, but this would be extremely minor at best.

Therefore, the otivation behind the sectariglashesn these province® might be explained by
the independence hypothesis, bue would require a more nuanced approach than the
straightforward case often portrayed in rtteglig24 In any case, the mechanism for sentaria
violence appears to be indir@e needs anothenore fundamentakason to explain tieoader

phenomenaf the violence

The conspiracy theory explanation is an interesting one to study; mainly because it encompasses so
many elements and implicaesmany players, and partly because it is a sad reflection of much of
Southeast Asian politics in #@ century. Therefore, before dismissing the entire conspiracy racket
offhand, there is a need to remember that whilst conspiracy theories may seem farfetched in the

Western context, it is very plausible in the region. The fact that the many powerful overnme

2020 Mann, S. , " Chur ch Amngreationa Herald Trilgee1d, 4999 n |t s Fl ocko,

203 And indeed, even for Aceh. However, since the confrontation there has been between Muslirisdepangience

forces and government security forces, it has not been considered in the scope of this paper.

2040 Di vi si ons Emer ge OBEMNewEHebrlo ¥99%gence d@Reessbeni22, 2000, For example,
initial reports of RMS flags being sighted in Maluku are likely to have been due to confusion between RMS flags and that of

the warring religious groups. See Fofid, R. & Salampéssy ci.,
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figures, the president included, have voiced this as a distinct péskhtisyfurther credence to

the entire situation being a complex, shady web of political intrigue.

To recajiulate, the proposed political aims for sketus qugroup are, fits to destabilz the
strongholds of Megawati Sukarnoputri so as to pave the way for Habibie to capture the presidency,
and second, to create unrest where General Wiranto could then revive regional military220mmands
This explanation was much stronger rwhMegawati was the strongest presidential candidate
opposing Habibie and when Wiranto was still the armed forces commander. The change in the
political seesaw since th&has not, unfortunately, been accompanied by a corresponding change in
the situationtathe conflict areas. It seems highly unlikely that any prolonging of the fighting would
benefit either party, short of a militeoyp@itat One has to surmise that the theatyile potentially

credible for evestprior to 1999wasrendered redundabl changein circumstancegventsin

19992000 appeared to gaimomentunof their own.

It is no secret that the ultimate goal of most Islamist groups are to establish an Islamic state, as its
proponents believe that Islam is a complete philosopb@ial,aad economic system, independent

of secularism and Western capitalism. These groups would thus be more amenable to employing
political means to attain that goal, as they do not distinguish between politics and Islam. They have
been clear about thalispleasure with Walidpresidency, which they feel does not reflect the
predominant status of Muslims in Indonesia.

The brand of Islam in Indonesia has been tolerant, and even though it is changing, it remains far
from the strict forms pracéid in Iranand Saudi Arabia that have a tendency to relegate non
Muslims to adhimr#i® status. So long d3ancasileemains as the state ideology, religious
discrimination will be difficult to enforce, even in practice. The president himself has called for
tolerancé®® The role of Laskar Jihad presents more of a conundrum. It has been acknowledged that
their presence in Maluku has been a source of fuel for the continuingz@miftictutbreaks of

205 Among its adherents are Major Generals Suaidi Marasabessy and Amir Sembiring, President Abdurrahman Wabhid,
Foreign Minister Alwi Shihab and Defence Minister Juwono Sudarsono. Human Rights Watdt. 1609,
OAbdurrahman WahadtTtalekarm RdtfMa yD et, 2000 ; OAl bright and Al wi
T r o u bTheelakarta Rdstl 30, 2000; Aditjondro, G.J., Jul 20, 200Gt

206]bid.
207Megawati then took over the vjresidency and Wiranto has since been removed from his post.

208Sura 9:29.

2Junaidi, A. & Sophiaan, AheRakartaRdBi24 200dent Call s for Tolera

200 Mol uccas Mil it BBCtNewdlE25,2@00.EXx pul si onad,
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violence have existed in other parts of Indonesia as well, in the abd®®e forces. In areas such

as Kalimantan and Sulawesi, religious confrontations cannot be justified by the presence of these
provocateurs. Thus, again, we arrive at the conclusion that whidlss rpligecation by political

forces may indeed habeen a large contributing factor to the violence, it cannot explain the
situation in Indonesia completely.

To place thélamesolelyon extractive behavior thydonesian business conglomerales appears

to bea little farfetched. After all, unless thére nation crumbles and all banks are forced to
foreclose, any benefit thagarneedfrom changes idebt obligations are only postponed, and not
cancelled. Surdlyese firmsvould not be as myopic as to expect to escape from repayment forever.
Likewse, if the nation falls apdhe conglomerates would lose their home base, something that they
would surelywish to avoid. It seems like a C&2hand any domestic instability could even have a
detrimental effect aime continuation daheir businesses

As in all conspiracy theories, it is very difficult to separate the wheat from the chaff. The tangle of
the different players and the spectrum of their possible intentions make it difficult to address.
Assuredly, political forces exert a very strongndé on what has happened in Indonesia, especially

at the beginning of the crisis. But one has a nagging feeling that there is more involved than just a
highlevel conspiracy.

The weakness of Wahid and his government should be understood in the ctmtegteatter
picture:That hehad in fact, an extremely difficult job, given the circumstances in which he arrived
into and the external forces that exiaround himat the timeHis disinclination towards using the

full force of the military to resolve the situat@sunderstandable, ascduldsimply usher in a
military coup.The importarce of support by theeople of Indonesiaould have been critical
Instead, theravasbeen talk of his impeachmeandthe presiderfiaceda vote of no confidence in

AuguseliThe continued fragmentation of the leadefsdpominous signs for peaténdonesia.

Very often, the mere presence of atnatied and wellrmed military can cailitute to increased
bloodletting, especially when it has the kind of history of disregard for human rights that the
Indonesian military does. The involvement of security forces in a religious conflict iwadatuku
coincidence, as earlier reports hlweady quoted security sources stating that they too had religious
affiliations and it would be difficult to maintain objeceiity

210l ndonesia Shoul d Hav€he JakageeRost Mg ntl 51 n 2000yt iMcnCéa,r t hy, T.,

B o s Fimedul 17, 2000.

212BBC News$eb 23, 1999c.cit.
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How does one approach this problem? To remove all troops would imply that the government is
allowing the state to descentb innarchy. And yet, if the troops themselves are involved in the
fighting, does not the situation worsen? A balance has to be athieasdprtunate thahe

military, which remained in subjection to the governthemighout the episoddid not take

matters into its own hands.

The various psychological and sociological theories ghaviokest explanation for theale of the

conflict. Religion is the lowest common denominator, and the battle cry to fight for God is usually
the easiest make. Givéme tpsychological and social factors that were already in place, playing the
religion card becomes the easiest way to foster disharmony. The provocateurs may rally small groups
of people, such as gangs of hooligans, but in order to draw in the largeompadpelgrovocation

of ajihador crusade army provides the final push necessary to draw in the rest, already incubating
with the various psychological and social aspects of discontent.

Each of the three factors that have been exposited provide atendagysat three different levels

of abstraction, of the current crisis. And in them there is possibly the best solution pointing the way
on towardreconciliation. The vicious cycle established by the violence should bzedeaagni

swiftly dealt withand an attempt should be made to reacquaint Muslin@hesiiansn Maluku

with thepelasysterfi and perhaps introduce a modified form in other areas. In the absence of a
strongarm government, the neisdo recogrie Pancasites the genetic code of thetion, and not

simply a piece of propaganda. The fact that these traditional values are the key to harmony has been
echoed not only by religious leaders but by the presidentiifasdlfis the nation flounders on its

first tentative steps towards adfieldged democracy, indoctrination should be replaced by education.

There is also a subtle part played by demography. As a cosmopolitan centre, Ambon attracts a large
migrant community from the islands all over Maluku. It is not unlikely that, throiligh dam
friendship contacts, unrest from the capital would spread to outlying areas. A similar scenario could
be extrapolated to Jakarta, being the @&tapital, to the rest of the republiecall, all the initial

riots were confined to Java and myalldkarta. The need to ensure that the Indonesian capital
remains calrin turbulent times is paramount. There is a great vested interest to ensure that Jakarta,
as the seat of political power, does not dissolve into ethnic or religious violence.sAricligiou

the natio® capital would reverberate throughout the entire re@ndityreatento tear itapart.

This hago beensured, to a limited extent, by the presence of a large military and police force.

2BDoogue, E., 0l ndonesia's Tr aWd t WO @ a ENNBalkktinawls?) Aprld, Key t o
2000.
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V. Conclusion

The events that transpired in Indonesia between January 1999 and Jungy2@@@maic not of
fundamental problems that exist between M@instian relations, but of the kinds of atrocities

that men can perpetrate against one another when the greater socioeconomic fabric of society breaks
down.Therape, pillagand murddr committed in the name of Gbg both sides of the conffict

are a reminder that religion can be used to justify unc@iseiactions.

How easy, though, it is to assleet virtuoughatoneshould turn the other cheékis hard to fault
retaliatory action wheoved ones and friends being subjected to unspeakable atvouities, all
thata person hds/ed and worgd for are destroyed befoheirvery eyedndeed, when the rule of
law appears to break down, it appkareasier to claiwvigilantejustice, especially when those in
authority seem to latherpowerlessr abetting the violence themselves

The vasmajority of victims in crisef 19992000is not reflected in the official statistics of those

dead and wounded,; it is the farmer who is forced to take refuge in the jungle because his home has
been razed to the ground, the mother who has to raise kidshem doy herself, the fiyear old

boy who sees his sister violated by strangers, the teenage girl who will never be able to close her eyes
without seeing images of her mutilated frigadsere hope? Perhaps, if Christians and Muslims can

see beyondheir own worldviews, and recognize their common humanity behind the veneer of
religion, there can be hope that the violence of at the turn of the century is but a historical aberration.
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Appendix A

Base 802580 (R02495) 5-98

Mapl. Indonesia, by administrative regions, 1998
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Map2. Irian Jaya/West Papua
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Map3. Maluku islands
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